THE MIRACLE
OF SHARING

NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT
ﬁ Reaching out to the Camden community with the gospel of Jesus Christ SUMMER 2007

Enrichment is Focus of Summer Program

It's no accident that the Center’'s summer camy
called the Summer Enrichment program. Like ott
camps, our desire is to fill the days with fun activitie
But the ultimate goal of our program is to provide o
portunities for our kids to absorb the message
Christ's love for them. For this reason they ha
daily Bible classes, at times aided by child evangeli
fellowship youth groups. The 5-8 year olds were |
cently visited by a missionary to Serbia and Montel
gro. The children were fascinated by the Serl
Croatian Bibles and the passports he passed aro
When asked what Jesus has done for them, the «
dren were eager to chime in, “He gives us His lov
“He gives us life,” and “He died on the cross.” Tt

- children were
thanked for their
prayers and were
encouraged to
share the messag
of the gospel where
they live.

In their Bible
classes so far the
pre-teens have beel
studying  verses
about Jesus tha
begin with the words, “I am.” They too have bes
learning of the importance of missionaries and of 1

Small groups discuss Bible lessons.

uniqgue ways
God prepares
His people for |3
the  field. | ¥
When asked
to recite the
key verse §
from the pre-
vious  study,
one boy
raised his
hand high and
declared, ‘I
am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never
go hungry.” (John 6:35) In keeping with the teaching
on the loaves and the fishes, one counselor brought
the children goldfish crackers for snack time.

It's exciting to see the creative ways our counsel-
ors and visiting youth are engaging the children in the
message of the gospel. Amid the day trips and out-
door activities, spiritual enrichment is provided to the
over 100 children who show up five days a week for
eight full weeks in the summer season.

Children learn the gospel through songs.

SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT!

You are invited to the Summer Enrichment program
Closing Celebration on Thursday August 16th at 6:00 p.m.
Come see the children sing, dance and celebrate the

lessons of the summer.

Lifelong NCI Supporter Ruth Lewis’ Giving Continues
According to her daughter Beth, Ruth Lewis’ heartthe Center.

belonged to The Neighborhood Center's children.
Ruth was the daughter of a Methodist minister whanake regular contributions to the Center.

A partnership was born and Ruth continued to
Later in

took her with him as a young girl to drop off itemslife, she was faced with the challenge of reevaluating
that his congregation had collected for donation. Aer giving but continued to send regular gifts to the

child of the depres-
sion, she was trou-
bled by the sight of
children who were
even poorer than her
family. She then dis-
covered as an adult
that friends who had
grown up in the area
had learned to read at

The children of the Center were at
the heart of Ruth Lewis’ commit-

ment to giving.

Center despite the sacrifices required. Ruth was an
example of so many of our donors who commit to
putting a little aside each month to provide for the
physical and spiritual needs of the children of Cam-
den. We are grateful for such dedicated supporters
and blessed that so many " putting the r

Ruth’s friends and family geighb_orhood

H enter In your
have picked up where sh{™ .. " gift
left off and made generouq that keeps on
contributions in her name. gtving.

£
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Testimonies at Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting is the ideal occasion for the
children, parents, donors, .

Preschool Graduation
Graduation Day
came again to theges

Board Members of the Cent Center, inspiring
to reflect on the year that h much  celebration.
passed. Board Member a The proud graduatey
Speaker, Reverend Vivig performed  dances
Rodeffer, challenged those p and their teacherde g
sent to consider the Cente shared progress refi=
ports_ One little g|r| Celebration dance with the Pre-

logo—The Miracle of Sha

ing—and

M ission asked us to crg- God is an Awesome God.”

I nvolved ate an acrostit

R adiant from the word “miracle.”

A ction Parent, Judy Colon-Hawkins
shared how much of a positive pres-

C are ence the Center has been to her family’

L ove for several generations. One of theJ

E very day complained of being bullied at school,
and was challenged to consider whether her young

to ask ourselv{
where we have seen a mira
in our lives lately. The roork
buzzed with activity when tie

school graduates.

is calmer than sheg
used to be and has
implemented the teachers’ special “silence clap” at
home. A few parents were singled out for their com-
mitment to parent/teacher meetings and all were en-
couraged to be their childrens’ advocates.

Fifty Plus Club Chat & Chew

The Fifty Plus Club recently played host to the St.

'’ Andrew’s of Tom’s River United Methodist Women

and enjoyed a time of praise, lunch and a rousing
ame of bingo. A poem was read in honor of the
Club’s most senior member, thanking the Lord for the
gifts that each year brings. Many giggles followed the
glpem’s last line asking God not to let the years exceed
one hundred. The honoree will be ninety nine this

Reverend After-School youth sing "Our

Junior Girl Teens told of a time she

fairly. She has since
t| learned to be more lov-
¥l ing with them. The Af-
ter-School youth sang
and Board President
Nancy Shervanick
awarded our Child Care
Director Nancy Ander-
son with the President’s
Award for her tireless

Nancy Anderson with parent Judy

Colon-Hawkins and her family.

devotion to the children who are entrusted to her care.

siblings might feel bullied when she treated them un-

month. The following week, a White Elephant sale
was held by the
women of Haddon-
field United Method-
ist  Church, after§

e "y
which the visiting [ W m\a
ladies performed a “ AP
updated version off g ST
“My Favorite Things” —

that was enjoyed b
all.

Bingo, worship, and lunch hosted
by the Fifty Plus Club ladies.
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