THE MIRACLE
OF SHARING

® Reaching out to the Camden community with the gospel of JesussC

Church, community and business volunteer grot
pass through the Center's doors every year. If it
their first time, they can expect to get a tour of t
facilities
before being ’
put to work.
One thing
they might
not expect is
to be
changed by
their experi-
ence. Typi-
cally, how-
ever, that is
what  hap-
pens when a volunteer sees first hand the need for
the importance of the work we do here in Camden.

When serving in the Soup Kitchen, volunteers ¢
encouraged to rotate duties and, when it is their tt
to eat lunch with the Soup Kitchen guests. One te
ager, who came with other members of his church 1
past November, was struck by the loneliness t
some of these less fortunate individuals experier
“These people need someone to talk to”, he cc
mented. Another in his group said, “I was talking
one of the guys and he said this is where he gets
best food. I think that's kind of cool.”

One of our regular volunteers is retired Method

minister Harvey VanSciver. His support of our mis-
sion began over 20 years ago, when his wife, Grace,
an elementary school teacher, learned of the academic
component that is part of the Center's Summer En-
richment program. She thought providing academic as
well as religious instruction was an outstanding ser-
vice to the community.
His wife died ten
years ago, but Pasto
VanSciver continues to
support our programs
because he believes thg
are vitally important. |& |
He also thinks more
people should be in
volved in the Center's
work. Some of the read
sons he gives are, “It's &
mission. It's another
way to reach out with
the love of God [and]
it's in Camden which is
a city that's hurting”.
When Pastor Harvey and his church group come to
the Center, his favorite activity is visiting with the
children. Whether it's reading a book or making
something together, “they just thrive on the attention

(continued on back page)

This past November, the Center continued its londood items, and the second day they distributed the

tradition of providing
Thanksgiving food
boxes to Camden fami;
lies in need. Th2006 | g
Thanksgiving Food}

Giveaway program, a |
two day affair, was
made possible in largd
part due to the invalu-f.
able help from numer-|{=
ous volunteers of all

they brought, sorted
and packed donate

food boxes, in many cases carrying those boxes out of
the building for family members. Over 220 families,

ranging A big Thank You!

In — size to all those who supported our
from one 2006 Thanksgiving Food leeaway
to nine with food donations,
mem - volunteer efforts and
bers,|[ monetary contributions. &
received

nine meals for each member of their family (3 meals
for 3 days). Each family also received a Bible along
with their food. This is in keeping with the Center’s
aim to provide nourishment not just for the body but
also for the soul.
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This past October, the Center provided transporta-
tion for its Fifty Plus Club members so they could
we give them.” He says his group always leaves imeontinue their 20+ year tradition of meeting with the
pressed with the way the teachers combine religiol
and academic instruction so the children are nurturg
spiritually as well as intellectually.

Pastor Harvey is amazed at what we do given ol
limited physical resources. “The staff is as dedicate|
a staff as I've seen anywhere. There's just...a gre{/y!
love for the children and a great devotion to thig
work.”

(Continued from front page)
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United Methodist Women of Manahawkin and Tuck-

102 Annual Banguet :
0431 0456 007 +1 e_rton f_or their annu_al Iunchepn._The get-together, a
# 767181 1&# 86 highpoint for many, included singing gospel hymns.
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In addition to the usual ABC's, our toddlers are

learning their scrip-
ture ABC’s, too! The
first verse they
memorized this
school year is All

short of the glory of
God.” (Rom 3:23)
Another regular activ-
ity is learning songs
of praise. Developing
the discipline of
scripture memory and
an attitude of worship

at such an early age will equip these little ones te faomemorizing scripture, the Bible lessons are reinforced

life’s challenges later on.

ness this past Novemb
at their annual Thanks;{
giving Dinner.  After
singing and reciting
scripture, the youth en-
joyed a Turkey dinner
with their families.
Currently, the chil-
dren are learning
“Peacemaking” (Matt
5:9) and “Loving Each
Other” (John 15:12),
this winter’s themes. In
addition to studying and

Our After School children celebrated God’s good-
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through games and life application exercises.

| Putting the Neighborhood Center in your will is agift that keeps on giving|
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